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Methodological Question Being Addressed: What is the relationship of the PSP and its domains to 

other measures employed in clinical trials of schizophrenic patients with prominent negative 

symptoms? 

Introduction: The Personal and Social Performance Scale (PSP) is commonly used as a functional 

outcome in schizophrenia clinical trials. The PSP consists of four domains:  A (Socially useful 

activities), B (Personal and social relationships), C (Self care), and D (Disturbing and aggressive 

behavior). We sought to better understand the relevance of each PSP domain to clinical trials of 

schizophrenic subjects with prominent negative symptoms. 

Methods: A total of 13,944 PSP data collected from 2,281 clinical trials subjects diagnosed with 

schizophrenia were pooled from 5 double blind schizophrenia clinical trials in subjects with negative 

symptoms. Other instruments used in the studies included PANSS total, Negative symptom factor 

score, NSA, CGI-S/I, CGI-S/I for negative symptoms and NSA global score. Pearson and polyserial 

correlations were calculated between the PSP and its individual domains and the other instruments 

and between change from baseline in PSP and its domains and the other instruments as appropriate.  

Results: The PSP total score correlated the most with CGI-S negative (rho = -.75), followed by NSA 

global score (rho = -.74), CGI-S (rho = -.69), NSA total (rho = -.69), negative symptom factor score 

(rho = -.66) and the PANSS total (rho = -.60). The PSP change from baseline correlated the most with 

change from baseline in NSA total (rho = -.64), followed by CGI-S negative, negative symptom factor 

score and PANSS total (all rho = -.64), NSA global score (rho = -.62), CGI-S (rho = -.61), CGI-I negative 

(rho = -.58), and CGI-I (rho = -.55).  Among the individual domains, the PSP domain B (Personal and 

social relationships) showed the strongest correlations with the other instruments both in the actual 

scores (on average rho = .66) and score changes from baseline (on average rho =.60), followed by 

domain A (Socially useful activities), domain C (Self care), and domain D (Disturbing and aggressive 

behavior). All results were statistically significant at the alpha value of 0.05. 

Discussion: Our analyses add to our understanding of the PSP and its relationship with the various 

severity measures used in schizophrenia clinical trials in subjects with negative symptoms. The 

relationships are driven mainly by the domains taping into subject’s functioning in the society, both 

relationship wise and contributing to society with socially useful activities.  

 

 


